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Persuasive writing: 1

One of the skills that every student doing the CXC examination must
learn is how to present an argument. First of all, the word argument as
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Jotting down your points like this helps' you to see how strong (o e
weak) your argument is likely to be. This is a good ﬁrsF step. Byt yOuW
have to do more with them. You have to make each point the Centry)
idea of a paragraph and ¢

hen expand on it.

+ The paragraph in persuasive writing
There are several ways in which you can expand or develop a point o

idea.
«  You can support it by use of examples, quotations or references o

it, or statistics that deal with it.
«  You may choose to narrate an incident that is relevant to what you

are arguing.
o You may ask questions based on it.
In discussing it, you may take it further than your original idea

suggested.
What then are the main features of a paragraph in persuasive writing?
Clearly there must be: ¥
a main idea

e good support for it
« no irrelevant material, i.e. no ideas or points that have nothing to do

with the main idea of the paragraph.
The entire parag}'a;_)h, then, is focused on a single idea that is supported
or expanded. This is what we mean when we say that there is unityina

~vparagraph.
ef;e][ usb now write a paragraph. We will take the ide4 of the death
penalty being a deterrent;-keep it as-the central idea and expand it:

‘Ztres Szzﬁh l{;enalty is important as it prevents us from losing control of
- A man who knows that he will lose his own life if he kills another

will certair i :
reainly think twice before he commits the act. It is amazing how this
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Topic sentences

E};CSESI‘;t::ce that contains the central idea of a paragraph is called the
ence. It is often, but not always, the first sentence of the

Pparagraph. F

Topic sentences are quite often general statements or generalisations.
One Way to understand what general statements are is to look at a few.
You will discover that we all use them, sometimes wildly. Here are
some general statements. Do you think that all of them could be used
as topic sentences just as they are? Or are there some ‘wild’ ones that
will need to be made more accurate?

* Jamaicans are usually fun-loving people.
e Capital punishment is the most uncivilised, barbarous act of modern society.
»  Women can be easily fooled.

o Mothers are adorable while fathers are bossy and cruel.
e School is the most boring place that I know of. [
o The execution of a murderer brings some satisfaction to the relatives of the
victim.
Let us write another paragraph in support of the death penalty. We are
going to take the point about satisfying the relatives of the victim and
use it as our topic sentence:
The execution of the murderer gives some satisfaction to the relatives of the
victim. Everyone likes to know that a wrong has been corrected. We all seek
Justice when someone has done us harm. To know that a murderer is walking
around free, or enjoying the privilege of living, the same privilege he has
denied our brother or sister, is too much for many of us to bear. Many of us
feel that we should go out and avenge the murder ourselves, and a few of us
do. But it is far better to let the State do it.
Here we made a general statement (our topic sentence). Then we
expanded it into our paragraph, staying with the idea the topic sentence
conveyed and not straying from the point.
Read the following paragraphs. Note two things: the writer’s use of
the topic sentence and the unity of the paragraph.
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Thefe is a sentence that does not belong in this paragraph. Did you fing
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Ques{ions make excellent topic sentences, as is shown in this

example: )
D How well do secondary schools prepare graduates for the job market? 4

survey conducted last year by the Small Business A.ss?ciation showed 75 per
cent of employers reporting they had to provide training for employees, mych
of it remedial work in literacy and mathematics. Only 31 per cent were
satisfied with the high-school graduates they hired. “Clearly, our members
have given the high-school system failing marks for the Job it is supposed 1o
be doing in Preparing young people for the work force,” says Jim Bennett,
vice-president and general manager of the SBA.

Exercise
Convert the following points about the death penalty into topic
sentences and compose paragraphs:

e Itisamost brutal and savage act.

o Isitreallya swift, painless death?

e Crime is no higher in countries that haye abolished it.

*  Suppose we have killed an innocent person?




