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Read the excerpt below and answer the questions below (gleaner, 2018) 

COMMUNITY HEROES - Finding joy in service 

Published: Friday | October 16, 2009 

 

Byron McDaniel, Gleaner Writer 

  
Joyce Powell tirelessly supports the infirmary, clinics, hospitals and schools. - Contributed 

“Ahead of National Heroes Day on October 19, The Gleaner this week highlights the 

contributions of several ordinary Jamaicans who have made extraordinary strides for 

excellence in their neighbourhoods. 

The benevolence of retired nurse Joyce Powell extends beyond Jamaica. The mother of five 

spent 35 years abroad between England and the United States. She attended St Joseph 

College and the Long Island University, where she pursued a master's degree in health-

care administration. 

While overseas, Powell volunteered to send supplies to Jamaican hospitals, schools and 

churches. On her return to Jamaica, the philanthropist continued her charity full time. 

She has earned the recognition of individuals and organisations in Mandeville, Manchester, 

where she now lives. 

"Joyce Powell is a hard-working volunteer, who is striving to make the lives of others 

better off," said Glen Baker of West Indies College radio. 

The celebrated heroine is a past president of the retired Manchester nurses group, and has 

been involved with homecoming groups and her local neighbourhood watch…..”   

1. Define unsung hero 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

2. Why would Joyce Powell be considered an unsung hero? 
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………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………  

 

 

3. State THREE qualities Joyce Powell possess 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

4. State THREE activities Joyce Powell carried out to help the community 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

5. Explain how these activities helped to benefit the community 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………  
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OUR NATIONAL HEROES 

 

 

Why are the above persons our National Heroes?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

List FOUR characteristics of a national heroes 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………    

What are THREE criteria you would used to choose a National Hero, justify your answers  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Jamaica's 
National 

Heroes/Heroine

Nanny 
of  the 

Maroons

Samuel 
Sharpe

Paul Bogle

George 
William 
Gordon

Marcus 
Mosiah 
Garvey

Norman 
Washington 

Manley 

Alexander 
Bustamante
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Imagine our National Heroes lived-in modern-day society, which one would have the most 

followers on Instagram and why 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Identify ONE outstanding person in the Jamaican society who you think could be a National 

Hero and justify your selection 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Do some research on sites that celebrate our National heroes, describe the state of TWO of the 

monuments  

Monument 1 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Monument 2  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you Know? 

Our National Heroes challenged the system of 

slavery and dependency. We honour them on 

attaining our country's highest honour, the Order of 

National Hero – and address them as The Right 

Excellent.  
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                                                                     Nanny of the Maroon  

Name the group of freedom fighters which Nanny belonged to……………………………..   

Where in Jamaica did Nanny of the Maroon lived and why 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

State how Nanny of the Maroon and her people defeated the English?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………   

Explain the role of Nanny in the fight for freedom?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………   

On the map below shade and label the areas in which Nanny and her people established 

settlements  
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Alexander Bustamante 

 

 

What was Alexander Bustamante main contribution to Nation building?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Why did he form the Bustamante Industrial Trade Union?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

 

 

. 
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Label the contributions of Alexander Bustamante under the following heading 

Social  Political 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

George William Gordon 

   

 

George William Gordon was said to be the “champion of the poor’’, Which other National hero 

could be considered “champion of the poor” 

………………………………………………….  

Explain why was George William Gordon a “champion of the poor”? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Why was he so inclined to assist the poor?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Did you know? 

George William Gordon mother 

was a slave. 
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Write a character sketch for George William Gordon 

Date of  Birth ………………………………………………………………………………… 

Place of birth…………………………………………………………………………………. 

Personal Characteristics/traits……………………………………………………………………… 

Explain how is he honoured in Jamaica? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Norman Manley 

 

How did Norman Manley helped to improve the living conditions of Jamaicans in 1938  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………   

How Norman Manley helped the workers during the 1938 labour riots in Jamaica  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know? 

In 1938 Jamaica held riots and labour uprising in 

areas such as Frome - Westmoreland and dock 

workers - Kingston waterfront 
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Complete the concept map below outlining the contributions of Norman Manley to Jamaica’s 

social and political development 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Norman 

Manley  
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Paul Bogle 

The Ballad of Sixty-Five by Alma Norman – A Poem about Paul Bogle and the Morant 

Bay Rebellion 

The roads are rocky and the hills are steep, 

The macca scratches and the gully’s deep. 

The town is far, news travels slow. 

And the mountain men have far to go. 

Bogle took his cutlass at Stony Gut 

And looked at the small heap of food he’d got 

And he shook his head, and his thoughts were sad, 

“You can wuk like a mule but de crop still bad.” 

Bogle got his men and he led them down 

Over the hills to Spanish Town, 

They chopped their way and they made a track 

To the Governor’s house. But he sent them back. 

As they trudged back home to Stony Gut 

Paul’s spirit sank with each bush he cut, 

For the thought of the hungry St Thomas men 

Who were waiting for the message he’d bring to them. 

They couldn’t believe that he would fail 

And their anger rose when they heard his tale. 

Then they told Paul Bogle of Morant Bay 

And the poor man fined there yesterday. 

Then Bogle thundered, “This thing is wrong. 

They think we weak, but we hill en strong. 

Rouse up yourself. We’ll march all night 

To the Vestry house, and we’ll claim our right.” 

The Monday morning was tropic clear 

As the men from Stony Gut drew near, 

Clenching their sticks in their farmer’s hand 

To claim their rights in their native land. 

Oh many mourned and many were dead 

That day when the vestry flames rose red. 

There was chopping and shooting and when it done 

Paul Bogle and the men knew they had to run. 

They ran for the bush where they hoped to hide 

But the soldiers poured in from Kingston side. 
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They took their prisoners to Morant Bay 

Where they hanged them high in the early day. 

Paul Bogle died but his spirit talks 

Anywhere in Jamaica that freedom walks 

Where brave men gather and courage thrills 

As it did in those days in St Thomas hills 

 

Read the poem above and answer questions 

In what year was the Morant Bay rebellion?  ………………… 

Explain the role Paul Bogle play in the Morant Bay rebellion 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Justify the actions of Paul Bogle during the Morant Bay Rebellion 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Describe Paul Bogle contributions to improving the lives of Jamaicans in his time 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Draw a line to show the journey Paul Bogle and his followers walked from Morant Bay to 

Spanish Town to speak to Governor Eyre 
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Sam Sharpe 

 

“I would rather die on yonder gallows, than live in slavery” 

What does the above statement suggest about Sam Sharp? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Why do you think Sam Sharp was so opposed to slavery? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Sam Sharpe grew up on a plantation in Morant Bay  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

In 1833 Sam Sharp started the Christmas rebellion to challenge the system of slavery   

………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Sam Sharp was an educated slave, who taught himself by reading the newspaper  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Sam Sharp was a bishop in the Baptist church  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

 

 

  

Did You Know? 

On March 31, 1982 the Right Excellent Sam Sharpe 

was conferred the Order of the National Hero as 

per Government Notice 23 Jamaica Gazette along 

with Nanny of the Maroons. 
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Some Interesting facts about Marcus Garvey 

Marcus Garvey was born on 17th August, 1887. At the age of sixteen, he left St.Ann and went to 

Kingston to work at a printrey. Marcus Garvey played an active role in the printer’s Union as 

well as trade union affairs. After he lost his job in a printing office, Garvey started a newspaper 

called ‘The Watchman’. The purpose of the newspaper was to draw attention to improve their 

conditions.  

he formed Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) which was aimed at uniting 

all black people across the world.   

he returned to the United States where he found Black people living in undesirable 

situations. As a result, he thought the best thing for Black people was to go back to the 

Motherland—Africa. He went all over the United States  and gave speeches and by 1919 the 

UNIA had over 2 million followers.  

,he started a company called Black Star Line which faced financial difficulties and came to 

an end in 1920. He was then arrested for fraud and was found guilty and sentenced to 5 years in 

prison.   

he was imprisoned in an American jail for three years.  

, he went back to Jamaica and started the People Political Party but he was defeated in the 

1930 election.  

he died in England  

Why did he start the UNIA in 1914? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…........................................................................................................................................................   

What struggles or difficulties did Marcus Garvey faced?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

State the major achievements of Marcus Garvey  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
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Jamaica is a rich ethnically diversed society as reflected in its “motto out of many one people”. 

Our culture is expressed in a variety of ways from the use of herbs and medicine, art forms, 

dance,preparation of food to our religious practices.  

    

Write meaning for the following words 

 
Culture 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………… 

Heritage 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………….. 

 

 Ethnic group  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………… 

 Melting pot  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………… 

Cultural heritage  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………. 
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Preservation  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

Study the concept map and write examples of each of the characteristics below 

 

 

 

  

 

 

It is dynamic 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

It is learned   

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

It is shared  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

 

CHARACTERISTICS 

OF CULTURE 

It is 

learned 

It is 

shared  

It is dynamic 
It is 

transmitted 
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It is transmitted  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Material Non-materialculture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jamaica is a melting pot of cultures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tainos 

        African        Chinese                 

Jews 

     East Indians  

European 
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Why is Jamaica a melting pot of culture? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………   

Which ethnic group do you think made the most valuable contribution to Jamaica’s culture and 

economy, justify your answer 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

 

What aspects of the Jamaican culture do you think need to change and why?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

The East Indians 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know? 

The East Indians have made important 

contributions to the development of Jamaican 

society and economy through various businesses 

that provide employment for many Jamaicans. 
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‘This is Jamaica, my Jamaica!! 

“Preserving the culture for future generations”  

Explain why it is important to preserve Jamaica’s culture and heritage 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Imagine you are the Minister of Culture in Jamaica, two activities you would use to ensure the 

survival of our heritage and culture 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Identify TWO institutions that help to preserve culture in Jamaica 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


