Subject: History

Grade: 7 (1-11)

Teachers: Mr. McKenzie, Mr. Murdock, Mrs. Thomas, Mrs. Dennis –Wright and Ms. Dunn

Topic: Ethnic Groups Who Settled in Jamaica 

Read the handout and answer the questions at the end. Please print handout and paste in your history notebook.

The Cacique
Privileges of the Cacique

· He lived in a special house called the Bohio which was rectangular in shape. 
· He was allowed to have more than one wife.
· He wore special clothing and had the largest boat of all the villagers

· On special occasions, he was carried on a litter by other Tainos

Duties of the Cacique

· He decided when crops were to be planted and when they were to be reaped.
· He organized the storage of extra foodstuff and made sure that it was distributed fairly.

· He led religious activities

· He made the laws and decided which punishment should be given when the laws were broken. If any Taino was found guilty of stealing, punishment was harsh. The society was usually an honest one and there was little crime.

· He led the singing and dancing during a feast.

· He was the host when visitors came to the village

· He was the leader when the Tainos fought against the Kalinagos.

Economic Activities of the Tainos

All groups of people had to work to produce goods and services. Taino men and women divided the work according to their gender. Taino men wove baskets and made tools from flint and other stones. They cleaned the land, built houses and taught the children how to hunt and fish. The women took care of the children, planted and reaped crops, made clay pottery and pipes and prepared food and drinks. The Tainos performed economic activities for a living namely fishing, hunting and farming. They also traded.

· Agriculture (Farming) - the Tainos practiced a sophisticated form of agriculture; their mounded field called cunoco were arranged in rows. This method of agriculture slowed down soil erosions and improved drainage, which was good for the crops. Their crops included tobacco, maize (corn), sweet potato, cotton, cassava.
· Fishing – the Tainos fished using two methods; by hands or with wooden spears. They either fished near the land or far out at seas using canoes. They also used a sucker fish called the remora. 
· Hunting – the Tainos hunted animals such as iguanas, coneys and yellow snakes. They would use a small breed of barkless dogs called alcos to help them hunt coneys.
Activity
1. What was the name of the Cacique’s house?

2. State three (3) privileges of the Cacique.

3. State four (4) duties that were carried out by the Cacique.

4. State three (3) economic activities of the Tainos.

5. Choose one (1) of the economic activities stated and explain how this activity was carried out by the Tainos.

6. Describe how the Tainos divided their work between the genders.

7.  What was the cunoco?

8. State at least four (4) crops that were grown by the Tainos

9. What was the remora and what was it used to do?

10. State three (3) animals that were hunted by the Tainos.[image: image1.png]
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